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Teratogens 
 

Teratogen:   Environmental agents that harm the embryo 
or fetus.   

 

Known teratogens include: 
 

 

• Exposure to radiation 

 

• Heavy metals such as lead and mercury 

 

• Drugs taken by the mother, such as 
alcohol, cocaine, and heroin. 

 

• Nicotine 

 • Toxic industrial chemicals, such as 
PCBs 

 • Diseases, such as rubella, syphilis, 
genital herpes, and AIDS 

 
Common drugs such as aspirin have been associated with 
uterine bleeding and may have a connection with certain 
viral infections that can result in Reyes syndrome.  
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If we don’t know the causes of development problems, 
o We won’t take the appropriate action 
o We might take the wrong action that is not likely to 

be effective 
The placenta prevents many (but not all) dangerous 
substances from reaching the fetus. 
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http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2008/01/high-tech-
trash/essick-photography 
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