CIS 102 









Handout
Visio Information

Overview

MS Visio is a Microsoft Office application designed to build drawings of various types.  One may create organization charts, flow charts, network maps, circuit diagrams, floor plans, Gantt charts, and more.  These drawings are built by using graphic symbols called shapes.
There is a hierarchy of Visio objects:

Template categories – various pre-defined categories of templates to be used for various drawing types.  For example, Business, Flowchart, Network, Software and Database.
Templates – templates are contained in each template category.  For example, in the network template category there are templates named Basic Network Diagram, Detailed Network 

Diagram, Web Site Map, Rack Diagram, etc.

Stencils – within each template there are multiple stencils that contain shapes of a certain type.  For example, in the Detailed Network Diagram template there are stencils named Borders and Titles, Computers and Monitors, Network Symbols, etc.

Shapes – These are the graphic images contained on the stencils that are dragged and dropped onto the drawing page to build a drawing.  For example, shapes for workstations, servers, printers, routers, and switches.
Useful Links

There are online training modules available from Microsoft at this site: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/training/CR101109221033.aspx  You are asked to run several of these modules in Assignment 8.

This Microsoft Visio product overview page http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/visio/HA101656401033.aspx contains good introductory information as well as links to more details.  In Assignment 8, you are asked to read part of the product overview info.
There is a YouTube video on drawing network maps here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmDjmm0btO8  You are asked to draw a network map in Assignment 8.
Network Maps
Visio is the most commonly used tool for drawing network maps.  It contains all the commonly used symbols needed by network professionals to illustrate how the various computer components interconnect.  An example of a network map follows.  It illustrates how the devices interconnect, the number of each type of device, the media types, locations, and wide area network links.
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